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SASKATOON — Walking With Your Neighbour: connection, friendship and
reconciliation were the themes of an adult faith formation event April 28 in
Saskatoon, featuring (l to r) guest speakers Archbishop Donald Bolen of Regina
and Chief Cadmus Delorme of Cowessess First Nation, welcomed by Bishop
Mark Hagemoen of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon. About 250 attended
the Dessert Night, held at the Cathedral of the Holy Family. Story page 6. (Catholic
Saskatoon News photo)

OTTAWA — Despite the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions in place in 2021, the
Pro-Life March , May 13, 2021 in Ottawa drew hundreds to the streets of the
capital city. The march returns to Parliament Hill this year on May 12. Story page
3. (Brian Dryden/CCN photo)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis greets
a cleric during an audience with
students and professors of Rome's
Pontifical Institute of Liturgy at St.
Anselm, at the Vatican May 7, 2022. The
pope said that the celebration of the
liturgy and the study of it should lead
to greater unity in the church, not
division and squabbles. Story page 4.
(CNS photo/Vatican Media)

OTTAWA — Seven years after
Parliament legalized voluntary
euthanasia in Canada, doctors and
professors of medicine are still at odds
over the definition of palliative care,
funding for end-of-life care and the
threat Medical Aid in Dying poses to
the poor, vulnerable and isolated. Story
page 3. (Web image)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. May 13, 2022Page 2

One Bayard Drive
Saint John, NB E2L 3L5

Tel: (506) 653-6806
Fax: (506) 653-6818

E-mail: tnf@nb.aibn.com

Office Hours:
By Appointment.

Please telephone or email.

Publisher:
Most Rev. Christian Riesbeck, CC

Managing Editor: Margie Trafton

Correspondents:
Fredericton:  vacant

Miramichi: Shawn McCarthy
cletus_1773@hotmail.com

Saint John: Natasha Mazerolle
natasha@maz-family.com

Single Copy: $1.00
Annual Subscription: Canada

$25.00 (HST included)
USA/Other Countries: $35.00

Advertising Rate:
$15.00 per column inch  for most ads.

Publishing Date: Friday
Deadline: Monday noon prior to the

publishing date.

Printed & Distributed by
St. Croix Printing Co. Ltd.

We acknowledge the financial support
of the Government of Canada.

The New Freeman is a
not-for-profit organization.

The opinions expressed in letters/commentaries
published in The  New Freeman, do not

necessarily represent the views of
The New Freeman, its publisher, staff, board

of  directors or the Diocese of  Saint John.
All submissions , including advertising,  are

subject to review  and editing.

New FreemanTheBy NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

MINTO — On the fourth Sunday of Easter,
May 8, 2022, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC,
of the Diocese of Saint John, paid a visit to
St. Barbara’s Parish for confirmations at Holy
Rosary Church in Minto. [Photo on page 12
of this issue.]

Prior to mass, Bishop Riesbeck was pleased
to bless an image of St. Barbara that was
painted by artist Marilyn Friel (DeCarlo).

As the patron saint of miners, St. Barbara
is an important figure for the Village of Minto,
which has a long history of coal mining and
carries the distinction of operating the first
coal mines in Canada (mynewbrunswick.ca/
village-of-minto/).

Preaching about Jesus the Good Shepherd,
Bishop Riesbeck said in his homily, “some-
times as human beings we can be like the
sheep wandering off from the flock, away
from the Church, away from the Good Shep-
herd and looking for what we believe are
greener pastures. Turning to the allure of
things in this world we believe can make us
happy or fulfilled…But when problems and
challenges arise, and they will, and God has
been maybe pushed off to the sidelines, be-
cause we have distanced ourselves from him,
we blame God. We don’t know how to deal
with the trials, and we think that maybe God
has abandoned us.”

Bishop Riesbeck encouraged the young peo-
ple about to be confirmed to embrace the grace
of the Sacrament as true
missionary disciples.

“Through the celebration
of confirmation, we be-
come more perfectly
united to Christ and his
Church,” he said. “We are
anointed and given special
strength of the Holy Spirit to
be true witnesses of the risen
Christ; to keep the faith and
even more so, to give it
away.”

He reminded everyone
that one can’t give what
one doesn’t have, or has
little of.

“If we ourselves are hav-
ing a hard time hearing the
Lord’s voice, ask for the
grace today to trust him,
to provide for all your
needs,” he said. “Entrust

any concerns or trials you have. He wants to
care for you and to protect you, to love you,
to lead you to greener pastures, and abundant
life. He is our Shepherd, and he wants to shep-
herd us, to refresh our souls.”

Recalling that Jesus laid down his life for
mankind in order to bring new life and grace
in abundance, Bishop Riesbeck pointed people
to the grace that is found in the sacraments of
the Church.

“How do we as Catholics, in particular, ac-
quire such grace?” he asked. “It is especially
through the sacraments, in a very real way in the
Eucharist.”

Christian Kenny, Religious Education coordi-
nator at Holy Rosary Church, was very appre-
ciative of the bishop’s presence. “I think some-
times the bishop’s role is a little tricky, but I am
so pleased with our bishop,” she said.

Thanking him for his energy and spirit she
said, “Bishop Riesbeck brought a lot of joy
and energy to our beautiful parish today when
he completed the initiation of our six Confir-
mation candidates.”

Ms. Kenny concluded her remarks with a
personal note of thanks to Bishop Riesbeck.
“Our candidates and their families really ap-
preciate your kindness. We really like the hustle
of, ‘the bishop is coming, the bishop is com-
ing’, and then the bishop comes in smiling
and likes us so much!”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Bishop visits St. Barbara’s Parish
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

OTTAWA — After two years of virtual and
hybrid events, this year’s March for Life will
be an opportunity for Pro-lifers to rally in front
of the Parliament buildings in Ottawa to de-
fend dignity of life from conception to natu-
ral death. The march is scheduled for May
12 this year.

Organized by Campaign Life Coalition, this
will be the 25th annual march. From its hum-
ble beginnings in 1998, with 700 in attend-
ance, this event has grown to become the
largest annual protest on Parliament Hill,
(marchforlife.ca/about-the-march-for-life/) .

According to marchforlife.ca, 100,000 chil-
dren are killed in their mothers’ wombs each
year by abortion, and Canada is the only West-
ern nation with zero legal protection for the
preborn. This means that abortion is permit-
ted for any reason, or no reason whatsoever,
up till the moment of birth.

The legalization of euthanasia and assisted
suicide in 2016, has resulted in a “steadily in-
creasing number of vulnerable citizens killed
by medical professionals under the euphe-

National March for Life returns to Parliament Hill
mism MAiD or medical assistance in dying
(marchforlife.ca/about-the-march-for-life/).
It has never been more urgent to stand up for
the cause of life as voices of truth living amidst
a culture of death.

For those unable to make the trip to Ot-
tawa, the March for Life is offering exten-
sive online programming, including the Life
on Film series and National Pro-Life
Roundtable. These are available at
marchforlife.ca/march-for-life-week-sched-
ule/.

On Thursday May 26th, the Diocese of Saint
John will be hosting a Mass for Life at 10:00
am at St. Dunstan’s Church in Fredericton,
presided by Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC,
bishop of the Diocese of Saint John..

Following the mass, Bishop Riesbeck will
provide the opening prayer and remarks at a
Rally for Life at the New Brunswick Legisla-
ture from 11:30 am – 1:00 pm. A reception
will follow at the Monsignor Boyd Family
Centre in Fredericton.

Being pro-life is not a once a year event,
but a commitment to supporting the value of
life.

Catholic Link (catholic-link.org/) suggests

nine ways to be Pro-Life all year long:
1) Watch what you say and stop looking at

blessings as if they are burdens.
2) Teach your children to hold doors open

and offer help to expectant mothers.
3) Be a mentor. Invest in others.
4) Support families that have adopted or

fostered children (or become a family that
adopts or fosters).

5) Write letters to those in prison.
6) Offer to baby-sit or run errands for a

family with a special needs child.
7) Go out to lunch at a soup kitchen not to

serve, but to grow in friendship with those
who are eating.

8) Visit nursing homes and elderly relatives.
9) Go on a digital pilgrimage. (For online

programming, subscribe to youtube.com/
marchforlifecanada.)

“Never tire of firmly speaking out in de-
fence of life from its conception and do not
be deterred from the commitment to defend
the dignity of every human person with cou-
rageous determination. Christ is with you: be
not afraid!” said St. John Paul II.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §MAiD hearings expose divide in end-of-life care

By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

OTTAWA — Seven years after Parliament le-
galized voluntary euthanasia in Canada, doctors
and professors of medicine are still at odds over
the definition of palliative care, funding for end-
of-life care and the threat Medical Aid in Dying
poses to the poor, vulnerable and isolated.

Before a joint committee of the House of Com-
mons and Senate looking at possible expansion
of MAiD April 28, experts sparred over whether
or not palliative care includes MAiD, whether
funding for MAiD is sucking money away from
palliative care and whether patients really are
making free, rational and autonomous choices
when they opt for an early exit at the hands of
their doctor.

“If someone is standing on an open balcony
in a high-rise apartment, rapidly being engulfed
in hot flames, is it reasonable to say that they
have a choice whether or not to jump?” Dr.
Harvey Chochinov, professor of palliative psy-
chiatry at the University of Manitoba and senior
scientist at the CancerCare Manitoba Research
Institute, asked senators and MPs at committee
hearings April 28. “Exercising autonomy means
having real and viable options. If you are dying
in the absence of quality and available palliative

care, if you are disabled but don’t have access
to supports and services, or social housing and
employment opportunities; if you have chronic
pain or uncontrolled symptoms and don’t have
timely access to a specialist; if you are strug-
gling with a mental illness and can’t find a thera-
pist prepared to help you grapple your way to-
ward recovery, can we really say you’re exer-
cising an autonomous choice?”

On the other side of the spectrum of experts,
Dr. James Downar, specialist in critical care,
palliative care and medical ethics at the Univer-
sity of Ottawa, ruled out the possibility that MAiD
is either forcing or tempting people to jump.

“There is absolutely no data suggesting the
practice of MAiD at this point is driven to any
degree by poor access to palliative care, socio-
economic deprivation or any isolation,” Dr.
Downar declared.

Not so fast, said Toronto General Hospital pal-
liative medicine consultant and University of To-
ronto Faculty of Medicine professor Dr. Ebru
Kaya.

“The data that Dr. Downar refers to and the
data that the Health Canada reports refer to is the
wrong kind of data,” she said.

Dr. Kaya held up a single-sheet form with “yes”
and “no” boxes under questions about whether
the patient seeking MAiD was informed about

palliative care as an option and whether the pa-
tient could access palliative care.

“This sort of health-admin data does not do
it,” she said.

Retired Laval University professor and pallia-
tive care veteran Dr. Pierre Viens insisted that
MAiD was just one possibility in the continuum
of palliative care.

“It is one volley, one aspect of palliative care,
which is destined to answer to the patient’s re-
quest — situations where the standard, conven-
tional palliative care provides no succour, no
comfort,” he said.

Dr. Kaya suggested that Canada is making end-
of-life policy with insufficient information.

“When it comes to being able to figure out
what we have, who’s doing what in terms of
palliative care, we don’t have that information,”
she said. “We have no national standards to bench-
mark palliative care. These do not exist and we
need to create these.”

“I’ve never seen so much confusion,” said
Montreal palliative and family medicine expert
Dr. Marjorie Tremblay.

Dr. Tremblay, who does not oppose legal ac-
cess to MAiD but does not include it in her scope
of practice, insisted that MAiD and palliative care
must not be confused.

(continued on page 9)
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Easter people
— celebrating resurrection

Our Easter season began almost a month ago with the three days of
the Triduum. On Holy Thursday at the Mass of the Lord’s Supper
our faith community gathered to recall Jesus and his circle of disci-
ples coming together for the Passover meal. This Jewish festival meal
is an important piece of Jewish faith tradition.

On Passover, Jewish families come together and recall the meal
shared by the Israelites as they began their exodus journey. This trek
through the desert was a movement out of slavery in Egypt to libera-
tion in their own land. During that Exodus journey, with all its chal-
lenges, the Israelites not only came to their promised land, they be-
came formed as a people of God. It was a passage from bondage to
freedom, from darkness to new light.

It is no small thing that we Catholic Christians mark this same
journey, from the bondage of death to the liberation of new life. Easter
is central to who we are. We are Easter People. Now here we are in
the midst of the Easter season. In John’s Gospel there is a wonderful
passage that parallels the Old Testament Book of Exodus as it de-
scribes the community of Israelites journeying from bondage to new
life.

John 10:27-30 presents the disciples of Jesus as now formed into a
community of friends and ready to follow him. He leads them, filled
with trust and faith to new and eternal life. Our Feast of Easter ac-
knowledges and calls us to celebrate together this Good News of
God’s life-giving love, for us and for all humanity.

For all Christians this season celebrates the central element of our
faith, the Paschal Mystery. Not a common phrase for most of us, the
Paschal Mystery refers to the whole life, death and resurrection of
Jesus. It is a reminder to us that our key belief as Catholic Christians
is our belief that Jesus was raised from the dead. We are not about the
Cross but about the resurrection to new life.

From the very beginning of the Christian church, the time of the
apostles, the resurrection was the core belief. All else, as the apostle

Paul expressed it, is dependent on our
belief that Jesus was raised from the
dead. Paul put it this way as he wrote
to the Christian community in Corinth: If there is no resurrection from
the dead, Christ himself cannot have been raised, and if Christ has
not been raised then our preaching is in vain and your believing it is
useless. (1 Cor.15:14-15)

Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is the foundation of our faith.
Our ancestors in the faith expressed this belief that Jesus is risen
from the dead in many ways. The earliest symbols and images used
by Christians were those that presented the resurrection of Jesus.
Only much later, more than 1000 years later, did the cross portraying
the suffering Jesus find its way into the Christian church’s images.

We are a people of the Paschal Mystery. The central part of our
Eucharist is what is called the Eucharistic prayer. It is a prayer of
thanksgiving for the wonder of God’s promise of life for all. The
various versions of this prayer all celebrate our faith in the resurrec-
tion and its promise for all humanity. We hear words such as this: “O
God, as we celebrate the remembrance of the saving passion of your
Son, his wondrous resurrection and ascension into heaven, and as
we look forward to his second coming,…” (Eucharistic Prayer III)

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Liturgy must lead to awe, unity, mission, pope says
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The study and celebration of the liturgy should
lead to a sense of awe before God, a commitment to mission and a
growing unity within the church, not tensions and squabbles, Pope
Francis said.

"When liturgical life is a bit of a banner of division, there is the
odour of the devil, the deceiver. It is not possible to worship God and
at the same time make the liturgy a battlefield," the pope said May 7
during a meeting with students and professors from the Pontifical
Institute of Liturgy at St. Anselm in Rome.

The papal audience marked the conclusion of a celebration of the
60th anniversary of the Benedictine-run institute, which was founded
after the Second Vatican Council and its reform of the liturgy.

Pope Francis said the institute responded to "the growing need of
the people of God to live and participate more intensely in the liturgi-
cal life of the church" by understanding it and experiencing "its mys-
tery with an ever-new sense of wonder."

"One does not possess the liturgy," he said. Rather, the liturgy is
lived and celebrated.

However, the pope said, people must be aware of "the temptation

of liturgical formalism: to focus on forms, formalities rather than
reality, as we see today in those movements that try to go backwards
and deny the Second Vatican Council. Then the celebration is recita-
tion, it is something without life, without joy."

The teaching of every church council has taken time to be ac-
cepted fully, he said, and it is no different with Vatican II, especially
with its reform of the liturgy.

He told the students and professors that he remembers as a young-
ster how people were so upset — "they rent their garments" — by re-
forms that began even before the council, such as Pope XII ruling that
drinking water did not violate the required fast before Mass or allowing
people to fulfill their Sunday Mass obligation by attending a Saturday evening
mass or the restoration of the Easter vigil on Saturday night.

"All of these things scandalized closed-minded people," he said, and
"it still happens today. Indeed, those with closed mindsets use liturgi-
cal patterns to defend their own point of view. Using the liturgy: this
is the drama we are experiencing in ecclesial groups that are distanc-
ing themselves from the church, questioning the council (and) the
authority of the bishops" even as they claim "to preserve tradition."

Celebrating the liturgy must increase communion within the church
and unity with others, he said, because "the liturgical life opens us to

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Spirituality — a place where all
believers can come together

Where can all of us believers come together beyond the divisions
created by history, dogma, denomination, and religion? Where is there
a place all people of sincere heart can find common ground and wor-
ship together?

That place is found in the ecumenical and interreligious pursuit of
spirituality, and our theology schools and seminaries need to create
this place within their academic vision and structures.

What is spirituality as an academic discipline within our theology
schools and seminaries? It has actually been around a long time, though
under different names. In Roman Catholic circles, formerly it was
handled piecemeal as moral theology, liturgy, ascetical theology, and
as mystical and devotional literature. In Protestant and Evangelical
circles (where, until recently, mystical and devotional literature were
distrusted) there were courses on discipleship, worship, and Chris-
tian ethics.

So what is spirituality as an area of study? At the risk of a vast over-
simplification, let me propose an analogy as a way of understanding
how spirituality relates to theology and dogma. Spirituality is related
to theology and dogma akin to how an actual game of sports is related
to the rule book of that sport.

For example, for the game of baseball there is a rulebook, one
initially codified and then periodically amended through the many years
the game has been played. To play the game today one has to stay
within those rules. There is no game outside those rules. However,
while these rules critically dictate the lines within which the game has
to be played, they are not the game itself. They merely dictate how it
is to be played and ensure that it is played in a fair manner.

In essence, that is the critical role of theology and dogma. They are the
rule book for how we need to discern faith and religious practice as we
live out our discipleship, if we are legitimately to call ourselves Christian.
But, while they make the rules, spirituality is the actual game; it’s how in
actual practice we live out our faith and discipleship.

Thus, spirituality takes in morality and ethics, worship, ascetical
theology, mystical theology, devotional theology, and everything else
we do in living out our discipleship.  Theology makes the rules, while
spirituality tries to instill the motivation, the fire, the hope, and the
practical guidance for the game itself, lived discipleship.

I offer this little apologia for spirituality as an academic discipline in
view of affirming that spirituality is that place where believers can
come together in a common heart beyond the long-standing divisions

created by history, dogma, ecclesiology,
and different notions of faith. Spirituality
is a place where we can meet in a com-
munion of faith that takes us (at least in
that place and moment) beyond our different histories, our different
denominations, our different religions, and our different notions of
faith.

I know this is true because I have seen and am seeing it first-hand.
Oblate School of Theology, where I teach, has an Institute of Con-
temporary Spirituality in which I see Roman Catholics, Protestants,
and Evangelicals of every persuasion studying together, searching
together, and praying together in a way that denominational differ-
ences simply don’t enter into. Everyone, irrespective of denomina-
tion, is searching for the same things: What does it mean to be a
disciple of Jesus today? How does one genuinely pray? How do we
sustain faith in a secular world that so easily swallows us whole?
How can we pass our faith on to our own children? How can we be
both prophet and healer in our bitterly divided world? What is a faith-
based response to injustice? How does someone age and die well?
What insights and grace can we draw from the deep wells of Chris-
tian mysticism and hagiography to help guide our lives?

Everyone has the same questions, and everyone is searching at the
same places.

Denominationalism recedes when spirituality takes over.
Moreover, this doesn’t just pertain to being together beyond the

differences of denominations among Christians; the same holds true
vis-a-vis our separation from other world religions. The questions we
are grappling with as Christians are the same questions that Hindu,
Buddhist, Islamic, Taoist, and other believers are grappling with, and
they are looking to us for help even as we are looking to them for
help. In spirituality, Christians learn from Sufi Islamic mystics, even
as Islamic believers delve into Mariology and Christian mysticism.
Buddhist, Hindu, and Taoist believers pick up the Spiritual Exercise
of St. Ignatius, even as Christians learn from various Buddhist and
Hindu methods of meditation.

Jesus assured us that in God’s house there are many rooms. Spir-
ituality is one of those rooms. Spirituality is the room where all who
are caught-up in a common need, common search, and common
hope, can bracket for a time their denominational and religious differ-
ences and search together.

Don’t get me wrong, this doesn’t take away with our differences;
but it gives us a place where we can be in a community of life and
faith with each other, beyond those differences.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

(continued from page 4)
each other, to those closest and furthest from the church, in our
common belonging to Christ."

"Giving glory to God in the liturgy finds its counterpart in love of
neighbour, in the commitment to live as brothers and sisters in daily
life, in the community in which I find myself, with its merits and its
limitations," Pope Francis said.

And, he said, every mass or liturgy ends with sending members of
the congregation out on mission.

"What we live and celebrate leads us to go out to meet others, to
meet the world around us, to meet the joys and needs of so many
people who perhaps live without knowing the gift of God," he said.
"A genuine liturgical life, especially the Eucharist, always impels us to
charity, which is above all openness and attention to others."§

Liturgy must lead to awe, unity
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Call for new ways of ‘Walking With Your Neighbour’
By KIPLY LUKAN YAWORSKI
Catholic Saskatoon News

SASKATOON — Two leaders and friends spoke together about truth,
reconciliation, and walking with one’s neighbour at a diocesan adult faith
Encounter event held April 28, 2022 at the Cathedral of the Holy Family in
Saskatoon.

Chief Cadmus Delorme of Cowessess First Nation and Archbishop
Donald Bolen of the Catholic Archdiocese of Regina have been walking
together for some time now – including through the work of ground-
penetrating radar and finding 751 hits near a former Catholic-run residen-
tial school on Cowesses First Nation in the summer of 2021.

“It took the validation of unmarked graves that put us in this moment,”
said Chief Delorme at the Walking With Your Neighbour Dessert Night
event, describing how the discoveries of unmarked graves has led to mil-
lions of Canadians putting down their “shields” and admitting they did not
know the truth about Indigenous Peoples and Canada.

“We are truly at a moment where all of us – Indigenous and not – must
all reset our compass just a little bit – because our children and children yet
unborn depend upon this moment. We could look the other way and stay
with the status quo … but the status quo doesn’t work,” said Chief Delorme.

Both leaders brought insights and suggestions for Walking With Your
Neighbour to the 250-plus who gathered at the Cathedral of the Holy
Family in Saskatoon for dessert and inspiration.

“We need to find ways to work together and we need to build relation-
ships as we do that. So much is dependent on relationship,” stressed
Archbishop Donald Bolen, who recently accompanied the Indigenous del-
egation from Canada that met with Pope Francis in Rome and heard the
Holy Father's April 1 apology to Indigenous Peoples.

The Dessert Night program began with a welcome by Saskatoon Bishop
Mark Hagemoen and words of thanks and appreciation for both speakers,
as well as for event organizer Marilyn Jackson, diocesan director of Min-
istry Services.

Bishop Hagemoen also noted the “outpouring of emotion and grief” that
has followed revelations of unmarked graves, and recalled words he heard
at the conclusion of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s work in
Ottawa in 2015: “we are only just beginning.”

Elders and leaders from Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish — which serves
Indigenous, Métis and non-Indigenous parishioners in Saskatoon — led
prayer in the six directions, and gifts were presented to the two speakers.

Archbishop Donald Bolen
In his presentation, Archbishop Bolen stressed the importance of finding

a new way of walking together, and coming to a new understanding of the
truth of Canadian history.

“The conversation starts to open up between the Church and Indig-
enous Peoples when we acknowledge the profound suffering, the waves
of suffering that so many Indigenous Peoples have experienced in the
context of residential schools, and more broadly in the context of the
Indian Act and colonization,” said Archbishop Bolen. “We need to ac-
knowledge our responsibility as Church for our involvement in these schools,
that took away language and culture and spirituality and suppressed so
many good things.”

He pointed to the direct line from that history to the inter-generational
trauma that many Indigenous individuals, families and communities carry,
urging his listeners to acknowledge and understand the connection be-
tween the many challenges that Indigenous Peoples face today and the
legacy of residential schools and colonization.

“When we look at our society today and look at societal indicators of
well-being, we see the systemic injustice that is still part of our society, that
still creates waves of suffering,” he said. “We see the inequalities in access
to education and health, the levels of poverty. We see the inter-generational
trauma and its effects when we look at the incarceration rates… we need
to see that direct line to the causes of that trauma and we need to be
actively taking responsibility.”

This includes the step of apologies — including the recent apology by
Pope Francis, and waiting for him to come to this land to apologize, said
Archbishop Bolen, but also “when we as non-Indigenous people talk to
survivors, and hear them tell their stories, when we hear those experi-
ences of deep trauma… we need to engage in that apology ourselves.”
More importantly will be the question of "what happens the day after the
apology,” said Archbishop Bolen, citing words of Chief Cadmus Delorme.

“That is where we need to take new steps. That is where we need to
take our remorse, our solidarity, and take tangible steps. And that is where
we need to enter into a dialogue with survivors; that is where we need to
ask them for direction; that is where we need to enter into dialogue with
elders, with leaders in the Indigenous community, with youth — we need
to say “How can we walk together?”

When it comes to “doing something about it,” Archbishop Bolen stressed
that it is everyone’s responsibility to listen, to be actively engaged and to
take concrete steps. “It is our responsibility to carry that past and move
toward the future and to become allies with Indigenous Peoples in their
rightful pursuit of justice.”

Archbishop Bolen urged the gathering to continue to do the important
work of listening, learning and action – including through such events as
presentations by Lyndon Linklater of the Office of the Treaty Commis-
sioner, the Kairos Blanket exercise, treaty education and acknowledge-
ment, and reading the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) Final
Report and Calls to Action. He also pointed to the Indigenous Pastoral and
Lay Leader Education Program that has been launched in the diocese of
Saskatoon for deepening understanding and “learning our history in a new
way.”

“We need to stand behind the inherent rights of Indigenous people that
were given by the Creator,” added Archbishop Bolen. “We need to stand
solidly behind the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples when it talks about Indigenous rights to self-government, to edu-
cation, to land rights — a whole lot of rights.”

Acknowledging the error and damage of the Church’s participation in
the suppression of Indigenous language and spirituality, Archbishop Bolen
emphasized the need to support Indigenous Peoples in their efforts to
reclaim and strengthen the Indigenous languages that hold culture, teach-
ings and tradition, and to profoundly respect Indigenous spirituality and
traditions as “invitations to encounter the Creator in a beautiful way."

Archbishop Bolen’s final sugges-
tion for a step to take on the walk
with Indigenous Peoples involved
the upcoming visit of Pope Francis
to Canada.

“Accompanying the delegation in
Rome, it was a powerful thing to
see the profound impact on survi-
vors and on delegates when they
had the chance to speak directly to
Pope Francis and for him to listen
— that engagement and that

(continued on page 7)
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(continued from page 6)
encounter was very deep and transformational,” he said. “But many sur-
vivors who I’ve been talking to, who watched it, or watched media re-
porting about it — they did not have that profound experience and found
it a difficult week, a week of real, inner tumult.”

When Pope Francis comes to Canada there is an opportunity for “working
together with Indigenous communities to bring as many survivors as we
can to wherever he comes, for finding ways for those Indigenous Peoples
who can’t go — to create spaces of encounter,” said Archbishop Bolen,
suggesting that perhaps communities could invite and welcome their First
Nations neighbours to a meal to view events together on a large screen.
“We need to find ways to actively engage and to make the Pope’s visit as
powerful as possible.”

Chief Cadmus Delorme
“Let’s put our shields down and have an uncomfortable conversation,”

said Chief Cadmus Delorme, beginning his presentation with the advice he
heard from an Elder at First Nations University of Canada: “Show people
your heart before you ask for their hand.”

Demonstrating “Indigenous ideology at its finest,” always grounded in
relationship, Chief Delorme shared stories about his mother’s support for
her Grade 5 son at a track and field meet, of his five-year-old daughter’s
hopes and aspirations, and of the impact of residential schools in disrupt-
ing the “vertical lineage” of family relationships.

“We inherited this. Nobody in the room created residential schools.
Nobody in this room created the Indian Act. Nobody in this room created
the Sixties Scoop. … But we inherited it. And when you inherit something,
you have to do something about it,” he said, noting how in the summer of
2021, as chief, he was called upon to be a spokesperson for his Cowessess
nation during the revelation of 751 unmarked graves. “And I have to
explain to my community, to survivors, to my community, to this prov-
ince, this country, and even to the international community that wanted to
know… our validation of unmarked graves,” he said.

“For Indigenous People it is validation of the pain, the frustration, the
anger, the tiredness of trying to remain Indigenous in a country that is still
somewhat oppressive.” This moment is also a call to move forward, to
finally get beyond the “status quo,” he said.

“Truth and reconciliation is a term we use … we cannot move to
reconciliation until we first acknowledge and know the truth. And then we
get to reconciliation. Reconciliation is going to come with a lot of uncom-
fortable conversations.”

Decolonization is going to be an even more daunting process than colo-
nization was, he said, and no one is certain what is on the other side of that
process. “We don’t know, but we know we have to get there, because we
share this land collectively, and that is what is so important right now.”

“I want to talk about truth. Why is it that it took unmarked graves for
many Canadians to finally put their shield down and admit that they want
to know more about Indigenous Peoples in Canada?” he challenged. “In
this country — a G7 Country, a developed country, a country with a
Charter of Rights and Freedoms that guarantees vertical lineage in fami-
lies… something was missed.”

Chief Delorme pointed to an education system that has only recently
started teaching about Indigenous Peoples and the history of Canada.

The “Baby Boomer” generation that includes elders and knowledge keep-
ers learned nothing about Indigenous Peoples through the education sys-
tem, he said. “Residential schools were at an all-time high. The Indian Act,
the Pass System were at an all time-high,” but none of that was part of
their education — all that this generation learned about Indigenous peoples

came from movies and television.
“Generation X” which includes many of today’s decision-makers learned

that the White Paper of 1969 was the solution — “stop treating them
special, move off the reserve, be Canadian.” But some 275 cases trying to
abolish Indigenous rights have failed in the courts, Delorme noted.

“Generation Y” began to learn about treaties — that they happened, that
land was given, that residential schools were agreed to — “if you don’t
like it, move.”

Finally, Generation Z and Millennials have started to learn about the truth
of history, about the spirit of the treaties, about residential schools – but
when they speak about that to the older generations who did not have that
mandatory education, too often the response is “Nah, they are not teach-
ing you right,” said Chief Delorme.

“The biggest problem right now is accidental racism and ignorance of
the truth,” he said.

Addressing inter-generational trauma, Chief Delorme reflected on his
own maternal lineage, starting with his great-great grandmother Gracie,
who was born in 1876, and who never attended residential school, but
who had the teachings of her mom and her grandmother — a “vertical
lineage.” That was disrupted for her daughter Maggie, born in 1900 and
sent to residential school in 1906. “Maggie should have gotten Gracie’s
vertical teachings, but she did not… she and her sisters and cousins,
endured physical, sexual, mental abuse.”

In turn, her daughter — Chief  Delorme’s grandmother — who should
have received those vertical lineage teachings, instead lived in “horizontal
survival mode,” as did her daughter, Delorme’s mother. “Then there is me
— I never attended a residential school. But my mother had to figure out
how to be a mother, while trying to figure out her intergenerational trauma.
Now my five-year-old daughter and my mom are inseparable” with verti-
cal lineage restored.

“In this country, in this city, in this province, some Indigenous families
have their kinship — their vertical lineage is back. Some are at 45 per cent,
and are getting there…. Some are still 100 per cent in horizontal survival
mode,” he said. “We have to understand that people are hurting and people
are healing.”

As an image for reconciliation, he asked the gathering to image two
canoes travelling down a river — one canoe is Cowessess First Nation,
and the other is “the crown,” Canada. Two years after Treaty 4 is signed,
the Indian Act is “thrown into the Cowessess canoe,” and over the years,
residential schools, breaking of spiritual traditions, loss of language put
holes in the Cowessess canoe. “All we want to do in reconciliation is catch
up. We don’t want to slow your canoe down.”

As an example, he pointed to the recent signing of the Cowessess First
Nation Miyo Pimatisowin Act which returned responsibility for
the welfare of its children to Cowessess First Nation. “Today because of
that, we have repatriated 10 children in one year. We have no children in
care. We are helping mothers … we are healing in our community. That is
reconciliation.”

After the events of this summer, more Canadians are now focused on
the truth, he said. “Yes, acknowledge the land… but follow up with some-
thing you are doing for truth and reconciliation.”

As for the end goal of reconciliation — he reflected on his five-year-old
daughter’s aspiration to maybe some day be an airplane pilot. “In this
country the toughest people to be are Indigenous women,” reflected Chief
Delorme, wondering if she will have to work twice as hard to be a pilot, or
how she will overcome the barriers she faces in this society right now.

“We don’t just do this on June 21. We don’t just do this on September
(continued on page 9)

Call for new ways of ‘Walking With Your Neighbour’
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Indigenous lobbying for papal visit to grave sites
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Whether or not Pope Francis will visit one
of the sites where ground-penetrating radar
has revealed possible graves of former resi-
dential school students is still not known, as
some Indigenous leaders continue to lobby
for the Pope to visit these forgotten cemeter-
ies that touched off a national conversation
about residential schools last year.

In Rome last month, Kukpi7 [Chief]
Roseanne Casimir personally invited Pope
Francis to visit the Kamloops Indian Residen-
tial School. Ms. Casimir has said she hasn’t
heard back from Vatican officials.

In May last year the discovery of more than
200 possible graves brought Canada’s resi-
dential schools to global attention.

Though Vatican scouting parties have been
reported in Quebec City, Iqaluit and Edmon-
ton, nobody yet knows the extent of Pope
Francis’ itinerary for an expected tour of
Canada in July. The itinerary could be released
soon, said Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops [CCCB] spokesperson Neil
MacCarthy.

“The Canadian bishops are committed to
continue working closely with Indigenous
leaders and communities across the country
to ensure that Pope Francis’ upcoming visit
is a significant milestone in the healing and
reconciliation journey,” Mr. MacCarthy told
The Catholic Register in an email.

Pope Francis has received invitations to visit
the grave of Louis Riel in Winnipeg, residen-
tial schools and First Nations in Saskatch-
ewan, Lac Ste. Anne in northern Alberta and
other sites.

In Thunder Bay, ON, traditional pow wow
dancer, pipe carrier, eagle staff carrier and
Catholic Deacon Michael Robinson would like
Pope Francis to make two or three trips to
Canada, but concedes that such extensive
travel for the 85-year-old pontiff is unlikely.

“The impact and the trauma caused by the
Catholic Church warrants more than one visit
to three communities,” Deacon Robinson told
The Catholic Register via Facebook Messen-
ger. “I understand the planning needed for
such a thing makes it unlikely that it would
happen in that matter. What I pray for is the
simple matter of genuine steps in healing to-
gether.”

Deacon Robinson hopes the pope’s visit
doesn’t play into the politics of reconciliation.
He warns that for some Indigenous leaders
the pope’s visit is “a chance to be in the lime-

Parishes and churches of the Miramichi Region
flowing ....... within the waters of the River Miramichi

Parish of Good Shepherd
Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation, Doaktown
Church of St. Bridget, Renous
Church of St. Raphael, Blackville
Mission of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Howard

Parish of Our Lady of Lourdes
Church of Most Pure Heart of Mary, Barnaby River
Church of St. Patrick, Miramichi
Mission of St. Edward, Chelmsford

Parish of Our Lady of Hope / Paroisse Notre-Dame-de-l’Esperance
Eglisede l’Ascension, Beaverbrook
Church of Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary / Nativite-de-la BVM, Miramichi

Parish of Our Lady of the Rivers
Church of St. James, Sevogle
Church of St. Thomas the Apostle, Red Bank

Parish of St. Marguerite Bourgeoys
Church of St. Ann, Burnt Church 1stNation
Church of St. Mary, Miramichi
Church of St. Samuel, Miramichi
Church of Peter and Paul, Bartibog
Mission of St. Jaochim, Eel Ground

Parish of St. Michael the Archangel
Church of St. Andrew, Miramichi
Basilica Church of St. Michael, Miramichi
Mission of Apparition of St. Michael the Archangel, Bayside
Mission of St. Margaret, St. Margaret

c.Diocese of Saint John Directory 2021
c.New names chosen by the people of each parish and church during the 2018 realigement.

light and project their frustrations and anger
to the media.”

“There is so much going on and so many
people are taking advantage of the upcoming
papal visit. As a simple deacon, I can only
hope that things will remain true to the intent
of the visit,” he said.

“We are committed to ensuring that Indig-
enous representatives and survivors from
across the country have the opportunity to
participate (in the papal visit),” MacCarthy
said. “Programming will be directly respon-

sive to the recommendations and advice we
receive from Indigenous partners.”

The CCCB has been working directly with
the Assembly of First Nations, Inuit Tapiriit
Kanatami and Metis National Council, first in
arranging for delegations to meet with Pope
Francis in Rome last month and then in plan-
ning the Pope’s return visit to Canada.

“At the age of 85 and with some signifi-
cant health challenges, his itinerary needs to
be manageable and reasonable,” Mr.
MacCarthy said.§
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(continued from page 7)
30. We do it for the fact that my five-year-old daughter wants to be like
anybody else’s five-year-old daughter.”

Continuing with his imagery, Chief Delorme said: “We in our canoe
know what our solutions are… We have never given up our ways. But
Canada has never believed us.”

With the recent change in child welfare responsibility that recognized
the authority of Cowessess First Nation, “the floor was raised in Canada’s
canoe,” said Chief Delorme. This country has the 94 Calls to Action,
gleaned when over 100,000 residential school survivors told what had
been kept buried for decades, he said, and can also heed the calls to justice
for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and girls, the recommen-
dations of so many studies and commissions, and the recognition of the
rights of Indigenous Peoples.

“It is like a golf game — everything is all teed up,” he said. “Let’s invest
in both communities. In one generation we will be standing in a room
talking about true parity.”§

Walking With Your Neighbour

God does not disown his children, pope tells LGBT Catholics

(continued from page 3)
“The thing I hear most often in my practice is, ‘If only I had known

what palliative care truly is,’ ” said Dr. Tremblay.
Confusing MAiD and palliative care, or throwing the palliative option at

patients only in the most advanced stages of a terminal illness, has led
patients to believe palliative care doctors will hasten their deaths — leaving
Tremblay to try to convince them that good palliative care, delivered sooner
rather than later, will improve their overall health.

Dr. Sandy Buchman, MAiD assessor and provider and Freeman Family
Chair in Palliative Care at North York General Hospital, argued for MAiD
as an expression of compassion.

“I went into this profession to alleviate suffering and ultimately, after
years of reflection, came to the feeling that I could do the best in address-
ing suffering — when I encountered the limitation in modern medicine,
including the limitation of palliative care and was unable to address my
patients’ suffering — through the provision of MAiD,” he said.

At the same time, Dr. Buchman cautioned against formulaic, proce-
dure-based application of end-of-life decision-making.

“I believe that too many clinicians in this world of MAiD will just refer
when a patient asks for a hastened death, as opposed to exploring their
suffering,” he said.

Over strenuous objection from Dr. Downar, Dr. Kaya argued that ex-
pansion of MAiD was sucking money and resources out of palliative care.

“We definitely need increased funding and resources in palliative care,
which needs to be distinct from MAiD. Currently, right now, we have
essentially all of us competing for the same resources,” she said. “My
community (palliative care doctors and nurse practitioners) is distressed.
We are burnt out. We are being asked to do more with less. Some of our
community members have retired early. Others have left the field. Really,
we need to be able to provide investments, sustained investment, in pallia-
tive care.”

The Catholic Health Alliance of Canada [CHAC] is not presenting at the
special joint Senate-House of Commons committee on MAiD, but its op-
position to MAiD is well-known, said CHAC president and CEO John
Ruetz.

“We are strong advocates for the provision of high quality health care,
particularly access to palliative care,” Mr. Ruetz said in an email to The
Catholic Register. “We continue to advocate for issues of social justice
and equitable access to health care, particularly for vulnerable patient
populations.”

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops [CCCB] is not participat-
ing in the committee hearings, but stands by its opposition to legalized

By The Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis said he wants LGBT Catholics to
know that God is a father who "does not disown any of his children."

The pope's comment was among the short answers to three questions
posed in a letter by Jesuit Father James Martin, editor at large of America
magazine and a driving force behind its new website, outreach.faith, which
provides news and resources for LGBT Catholics, their families and the
people who minister with them.

Pope Francis' letter, in Spanish, is dated May 8; it was posted on Outreach
the next day. And Vatican Media also published a translation in Italian.

Fr. Martin asked the pope, "What do you say to an LGBT Catholic who
has experienced rejection from the church?"

"I would have them recognize it not as the 'rejection of the church,' but

instead 'of people in the church,'" the pope responded.
"The church is mother and calls together all of her children," he contin-

ued. "Take for example the parable of those invited to the feast: 'the just,
the sinners, the rich and the poor, etc.'"

A church that is "selective," or makes some pretext about who is "pure,"
he said, "is not the Holy Mother Church, but rather a sect."

Asked what the most important thing LGBT people should know about
God, Pope Francis responded, "God is Father and he does not disown any
of his children. And 'the style' of God is 'closeness, mercy and tenderness.'
Along this path you will find God."

Father Martin also asked the pope what he would like LGBT people to
know about the church, to which the pope responded that they should
read the Acts of the Apostles. "There they will find the image of the living
church."§

euthanasia. “We continue to consult like-minded organizations in discern-
ing how best to respond to the current legislative process and anticipated
changes,” said CCCB spokesperson Jonathan Lesarge.

While Dr. Viens insisted that before MAiD was legalized doctors “couldn’t
deal with existential suffering, psychic suffering,” Dr. Chochinov pointed
to medical textbooks, scientific journals and emerging therapies specifi-
cally dedicated to alleviating the suffering of people who feel their life has
no meaning.

“This notion that MAiD is the only card in our deck I think is really
terribly unjustified,” he said.

In defence of MAiD, Dr. Downer objected to any implication that pay-
ing doctors for MAiD assessments and procedures was taking money out
of palliative care.

“MAiD is not the reason palliative care is under-resourced in Canada,”
he said. “The reason that palliative care is under-resourced in Canada is
because palliative care is under-resourced in Canada.”

As the politicians consider advance directives for people who fear living
with dementia and delivering MAiD to people who would choose death to
relieve mental illness, Dr. Chochinov warned them about the expansion of
euthanasia in Belgium and Switzerland. “If individual autonomy is the driver
and we observe what is happening with our European brethren, we will
see MAiD expand to include life completion and tiredness of life,” he said.

The committee hearings continue.§

MAiD hearings expose divide in end-of-life c
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Vatican playing a diplomatic 'long game'
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

VATICAN CITY — If Pope Francis hasn’t named and shamed
Vladimir Putin as aggressor and instigator of the war in Ukraine, it’s
because the Holy See plays a long game in diplomacy, trying to bend
the arc of history ever toward peace, the Vatican’s nuncio to Canada,
Archbishop Ivan Jurkovic told an online academic conference on
sustainable development that veered off into a discussion of diplo-
macy and Ukraine April 26.

“We are in front of a major tragedy,” Archbishop Jurkovic told an inter-
national panel that included Canadian Cardinal Michael Czerny, former
Canadian Ambassador to the Holy See Anne Leahy and Church historian
Massimo Faggioli, who attended at the invitation of the Norman Patterson
School of International Affairs at Carleton University in Ottawa and the
University of St. Michael’s College at the University of Toronto.

While protesting that he, as a diplomat, should not say anything
about the delicate situation in Ukraine, Archbishop Jurkovic pointed
out, “The pope is very willing to be useful.”

Just days after Pope Francis cancelled planned meetings with Patriarch
Kirill in Jerusalem this summer, Archbishop Jurkovic hinted that Pope
Francis still hoped to play a mediating role in the Ukraine conflict.

“It is impossible to see any capacity for being a mediator without
the acceptance of both sides,” said the former papal ambassador to
Ukraine, who also served in Belarus and the Russian Federation.

Gestures by Pope Francis and the Vatican that emphasize shared
suffering of all parties to the war, particularly the 13th station of the
cross presented Good Friday at the Colosseum in Rome jointly by a
Ukrainian and a Russian woman, have drawn criticism from Ukrain-
ians, with the head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church Major
Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk going so far as to call the move
“incomprehensible and even insulting.”

“The Vatican and Pope Francis are trying to straddle a fence that
may no longer hold their weight,” Father Myroslaw Tataryn, emeri-
tus professor of history and Eastern Christianity at Waterloo, ON’s
St. Jerome’s University, wrote in a blog post.

Pope Francis’ instinct for solidarity, listening, dialogue and close-
ness to the marginalized just doesn’t fit with Vatican diplomacy, Fr.
Tataryn argues.

“Diplomacy and politics are about the exercise of power and ‘nec-
essary compromises’ with the powerful,” he wrote. “Has the Church
not yet learned the cost of those compromises?”

But Cardinal Czerny, who was sent as the pope’s personal envoy to
refugees on the Ukrainian-Slovakian border in March, argued there is
a role for the pope.

“Vatican diplomacy is rather different from that of nation-states,”
Cardinal Czerny said.

“Catholicism and its diplomacy are always and everywhere on-
target because the heart of the matter, the core message, is the hu-
man, the person in society, the people in development.”

Pope Francis’ instructions to Cardinal Czerny before leaving for
Slovakia were, “Do anything to help.”

“The Holy See is willing to do anything, anything,” said Cardinal
Czerny, who has just taken up duties as the prefect for the Dicastery
for Promoting Integral Human Development.

The idea of the pope playing a role in bringing states together has a
precedent in the Cuban Missile Crisis, where Pope John XXIII man-
aged to get U.S. President John F. Kennedy and Soviet Union First
Secretary Nikita Kruschev talking to end the blockade and remove
nuclear missiles from Cuba.

“Pope John used messages as a hook really for Nikita Kruschev
actually to come back to him,” said Ms. Leahy.

Pope Francis is using a similar tactic by sending Easter greetings to
Patriarch Kirill, letting the Russian establishment know the Holy See’s
good offices are still there and useful, Ms. Leahy said.

“The openings are there. The words chosen are there,” she said.
“The Cuban Missile Crisis is not a great analogy for the situation in

Ukraine,” Arthur V. Mauro Institute for Peace and Justice professor
Adam Muller told The Catholic Register in an email.

Where Pope John XXIII was the perfect mediator for both the Catholic
president of the U.S. and the Catholic population of revolutionary Cuba,
the Holy See can only appear to be an interested party acting on behalf of
Ukraine’s influential Catholic minority while claiming neutrality.

“Mediating at the leadership level is possible, but I think unlikely
since there are already a number of parties either offering to or actu-
ally mediating the conflict,” said Mr. Muller, citing Turkey. “I don’t
know what the Church would bring to the table that would make
them preferable as an intermediary.”

Since the loss of the papal states, the Holy See’s role in global
diplomacy has changed, argued Cardinal Czerny. Rather than defend-
ing territorial interests, like other countries, the Vatican has only the
Gospel to defend — a Gospel of peace, he said.

Mr. Faggioli called the war in Ukraine “a major turning point” in the
history of Vatican diplomacy.

Only the Vatican can practise diplomacy on behalf of the marginalized
and the voiceless, including victims of war, said the Italian Church
historian.

“There is a unique Catholic genius in understanding the world. This
genius now is particularly important, because it’s the ear to those
who don’t have a voice,” said Mr. Faggioli.

Ms. Leahy pointed to Pope Benedict XVI’s definition of peace in
Ecclesia in Medio Oriente as a way of understanding Pope Francis’
diplomatic goals. “Peace means being complete and intact, restored to
wholeness. It is the state of those who live in harmony with God and with
themselves, with others and with nature,” Benedict wrote in 2012.

“So here we have a Russian aggression going on in Ukraine and no
one has mentioned the word ‘peace’ so far,” Ms. Leahy told the con-
ference. “That is certainly, I think, as part of the salvation of human-
kind, the number one objective of the Holy See’s diplomacy — with
which every nation should agree.” §
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Obituaries

PETERS, FATHER H. MONTE —
The death of Father H. Monte Peters,
a priest of the Diocese of Saint John,
occurred at his residence, St. Kateri
Tekakwitha Rectory, surrounded by
his family, on Tuesday, May 3, 2022,
at the age of 80, after a brief illness.
H. Montague Peters was born in Saint
John, on January 27, 1942, son of the
late Dr. Harry Peters and Margaret
Montague.

After attending schools in his
fondly remembered West Saint John,
and graduating from High School,

Monte completed a Bachelor of Arts degree from St. Francis Xavier
University, Antigonish, NS, and a Bachelor of Education degree from
the University of New Brunswick, Fredericton. He also studied at St.
Thomas University, Fredericton. In 1966 he began theological studies
at Holy Heart Seminary, Halifax. After completing his Bachelor of
Theology degree through Laval University, Quebec, QC and his semi-
nary formation, Fr. Monte was ordained to the priesthood by the
Most Rev. J. N. MacNeil, Bishop of Saint John, on July 4, 1970, in
Our Lady of the Assumption Church, Saint John.

His first assignment was as associate pastor of Holy Trinity Parish,
Saint John. He was also named Vocations Director of the Diocese
at this time. In 1971 Monte was transferred to St. Dunstan’s Par-
ish, Fredericton, and was given special responsibility as chaplain
to the Catholic students at the University of New Brunswick,
Fredericton. Thus began a special relationship with the students,
faculty, and staff of the University of New Brunswick which would
last formally for more than several decades and informally for the
rest of his life.

From 1976-1977, Monte undertook a sabbatical year studying
campus ministry throughout England. He travelled to Manchester,
his base, on a German freighter transporting lumber and news-
print from Halifax, NS, to Liverpool, England. While in England
he travelled wherever he could to learn from other campus minis-
ters working in an ecumenical context while also assisting in St.
Cuthbert’s Parish, Manchester.

Upon completing this year abroad, he returned to campus minis-
try at the University of New Brunswick. He also began serving week-
end ministry in St. Patrick’s Parish, Stanley, and its mission church
of St. Matthew’s in Napadogan. In 1980, Monte was appointed resi-
dent Fellow-at-Large at the University of New Brunswick living in
Bridges House, Apt 2.

The door was always open; students knew they could find an open
ear, a cup of coffee, a meal, or even a couch to spend the night if
necessary. Friday nights spaghetti suppers were famous. In 1984
when the University of New Brunswick opened Holy Rosary Co-ed
Residence, Monte was called on to to serve as temporary Don. In
1990-1991, he also served as chaplain to St. Thomas University,
Fredericton, while continuing his work at UNB. In 1991, Monte be-
gan a Master of Arts degree in Adult Christian Community Develop-
ment at Regis College, Denver, CO, which he completed during sev-
eral summer sessions so as not to interfere with the university aca-
demic year.

In 1994 Monte left Bridges House when he was appointed pastor
of Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Fredericton and administrator of St.

Patrick’s Parish, Stanley, although he continued as chaplain to UNB.
In 2000. Monte was appointed as pastor of St. Anthony’s Parish,
Fredericton, while continuing as administrator of St. Patrick’s Parish.
In 2003, Monte took another sabbatical for studies in Family Vio-
lence, at the Catholic Theological Union, Chicago, IL. Upon his re-
turn he was appointed pastor of St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Lincoln,
while continuing as pastor of St. Anthony’s. From 2008 to 2009,
Monte formed part of a team providing chaplaincy to St. Thomas
University while continuing his other responsibilities.

In 2013 he was appointed pastor of Holy Family Parish, Fredericton,
while continuing also at St. Anthony’s. When the Diocese of Saint
John was reorganized in 2018, Monte became the first pastor of the
newly formed St. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish serving churches from
McAdam to Hanwell to Fredericton to Cork to Lake George to New-
market and the Kingsclear First Nation.

Monte humbly and quietly received many accolades during his more
than fifty years of priesthood including the Fredericton YM-YWCA
Peace Medallion (1989) and a Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, from
the University of New Brunswick (1995).

Monte also served in the Naval Reserves for over thirty years and
taught sailing courses at the Fredericton Yacht Club for many of those
years. In addition, he served as chaplain to the Fredericton Police
Department.

Father Monte Peters was an extraordinary man and priest who
quietly, humbly, and generously served the Diocese of Saint John, the
City of Fredericton, and its surrounding communities, and especially
generations of students, faculty, and staff of the University of New
Brunswick and St. Thomas University. He also enjoyed a special rela-
tionship with the peoples of Sitansisk Wolastoqiyik First Nation and
the Kingsclear First Nation. He gave to all with grace, dignity, and
usually a little joke! He accepted his final illness with Christian
grace only wishing he could have said goodbye to more of the
many people who had been so kind to him over the years.

Monte is survived by his siblings: Mary Burchill, Fredericton;
Dr. Tom Peters (Marlene), Fredericton; Ann Murphy (Pat),
Fredericton; Jane Mersereau (John), Halifax; Richard Peters
(Audrey), Saint John; Hope Richard (Claude), Oakville, ON; as
well as by nineteen nieces and nephews, and sixteen great nieces
and nephews.

Visitation for Father Monte was held at Holy Family Church,
Fredericton. His Funeral Mass is to be celebrated by the Most Rev.
Christian Riesbeck, C.C., bishop of Saint John, in St. Dunstan’s
Church, Fredericton on May 14. Interment will follow in the family
plot, St. Augustine’s Cemetery, Grand Bay-Westfield.

INNES, PAMELA ‘Pam’ LYNNE — We announce the passing of
Pamela “Pam” Lynne Innes on Friday, April 22, 2022 at Shannex -
Tucker Hall in her 76th year. Born in Rothesay, NB she was the daughter
of the late James & Marjorie (nee Pierce) Gilliland and beloved wife
of the late James Innes of 43 years.

Pam is survived by her children Cathy (Bill) & Tara (Dan). Proud
“Grammy” of Nina, Connor, Grace, Liam, Alexandria & London.
Sister of Sherry (Tom) Lamont. She will also be missed by her nieces,
nephews, friends and everyone who knew her as “Grammy Pam”.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial took place on at
The Cathedral of The Immaculate Conception, Saint John. Interment
followed in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.§

Father Monte Peters
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SAINT JOHN — On May 1, Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish, Saint John celebrated
First Eucharist. (L to r) Janet Perry, catechist, Vivian Hogan, Aria Carleton Jocelyn,
Mielle Jarvis, Angel Nagas. Grace Perry, catechist and Father Ralph MacRae, pastor.
(Kate Naves photo)

A Sunday of 50 Days of Easter

Scriptures to be ‘Heard’..... not read.
Robert Ellis Whyte

Accounts of responses of disciples and
people ... then and now!

I. From the Acts of the Apostles.
Paul and Barnabas returned to Lystra, then

went on to Iconium and Antioch.
 There they strengthened the souls of the
disciples and encouraged them to continue
in faith, saying,
 “It is through many persecutions that we
enter the kingdom of God.”
  And after they had appointed elders in
each Church, with prayer and fasting they
entrusted them to the Lord in whom they
had come to believe.
Then they passed through Pisidia and

came to Pamphylia. When they had spo-
ken the word in Perga, they went down to
Attalia.
 From there they sailed back to Antioch,
where they had been commended to the
grace of God for the work that they had
completed.
  When they arrived, they called the Church
together and related all that God had done
with them, and how God had opened a
door of faith for the Gentiles.

Silence

II. From the book of Revelation.
Then I, John, saw a new heaven and a

new earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was
no more.
 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusa-

lem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband.
  And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “See, the home of God is among
humans. God will dwell with them as their
God; they will be God’s peoples, and God
will be with them; will wipe away every
tear from their eyes. Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no
more, for the first things have passed
away.”
  And the one who was seated on the throne
said’ “See, I am making all things new.”

Silence
c. Lectionary: 1994 CCCB 2022 email for Research
Page: audite119@bellaliant.net

MINTO — On Sunday, May 8, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint
John conferred the Sacrament of Confirmation on youth of St. Barbara’s Parish at
Holy Rosary Church in Minto. Front row (l to r) Kaydan Colford-Daigle, Kassidy-Rae
Flynn and  Jorja Chloe Somers. Back row (l to r) Sebastian Riley, Bishop
Riesbeck, Justin Swift, Jacob Turcotte and  Father David Fulton, pastor. (Christina

Kenny photo)


